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FADE | N
EXT. MARQUETTE, KS - DAWN
Still, quiet establishing shots of the small, rural town.
FADE TO BLACK.
FADE | N:
INT. DAVID S HOVE — BATHROOM — DAWN
Extrene C ose shot of DAVID shavi ng.
DAVID RADCLI FFE is a tall, widely-built man, nearing 30 with
a receding hair |ine and nmustache. He's just awoke and is
wearing dark pajama's and gl asses. W can tell he has serious
enotional scars behind his eyes. He is sweating and seens

ner vous.

He fini shes shaving and begi ns washing his face. The bat hr oom
light flickers causing DAVID s eyes to wander up.

DAVI D sees a ghostly silhouette of a woman and chil d hol di ng
hands in the room across fromthe bat hroom

He bolts upright, and we see that the room he | ooked into is
now enpty

Terrified and alone in the big house, he frantically turns on
lights and runs upstairs. DAVID stunbles to his knees and
vomts thin liquid. He is at the end of the hallway near the
front door.

INT. DAVID S HOVE - MOMENTS LATER

DAVI D noppi ng the hallway where he threw up.

INT. DAVID S HOVE - MOMENTS LATER

DAVI D getting dressed and ready for work. H s house | ooks
sterile and lifeless. W see relics froma famly and happi er
ti mes throughout the house. A carcass of a past life.

EXT. DAVID S HOVE - MOMENTS LATER

DAVID is getting into his car, he pauses and | ooks at his
house before starting the car.

CUT TGO



EXT. GRADE SCHOOL - LATER

DAVID arriving at school very early, hardly anyone is there.
He enters the building.

I NT. GRADE SCHOOL - LATER
DAVID sits alone in his roompreparing for the day.

The norning BELL jolts him School starts; his fourth grade
students get in their seats and watch DAVID in anti ci pati on.
The ki ds are unconfortabl e because, as small towns work,
they've all heard the news and runors surroundi ng the recent
death of his wfe and son, their classnate.

//Collage - Slow notion, tine cuts. W sit above the cl ass
wat chi ng t he nonot onous day go by in a nuffled breeze. W see
DAVI D vacantly teaching the class. The kids | eave for |unch
and DAVID sits by hinself with his tray. The kids cone back
in and the day continues.//

The BELL rings, breaking up the slowness, and the KIDS rush
out .

DAVI D wat ches parents picking up children out the w ndow. He
focuses on one BOY sitting alone. The boy is his son, DAN EL
Time SLOAS down.

DANI EL
(Mout h not noving, doesn't
| ook at him
H , dad.
DAVID (V.Q)
(Cal m happy, dreany)
Danny?

DAVID is startled awake by fell ow teacher, PAVMELA EVI NRUDE
|ate 20's, attractive but conservative brunette, wth her
son, JOSHUA, one of DAVID S students. They are synpathetic
and cautious, but trying to be casual.

PAM
Good to see you back, David.

DAVI D | ooks at PAM and then back out the wi ndow, DANIEL is

gone, as are the rest of the children and their parents.
School has been out for sone tine.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

DAVI D
(Unconfortabl e)
H . Thank you, Pam Good to see you
t 0o.

A BEAT.

PAM
(Moving C oser)
How are you?

DAVI D
I ... don't really know yet. You?

PAM
Ch, you know. Just takin' care of
this little guy.

PAM pats JOSHUA' S hair. Josh works up a small smle
A BEAT.

PAM ( CONT' D)
So, Josh and | have dinner and a
rental planned tonight and we're
hopi ng you'd cone.

JOSH
(Unconfortabl e)
Mom got sone girly novie about

chocol at e.
DAVI D
Well, | have a |ot of papers to go
over ... Test on Friday, right
Josh? Yeah, not ... not tonight.
PAM
You sure? We'd really |l ove to have
you.
DAVI D
(Si ncere)

| appreciate that, Pam
PAM npves cl ose and touches DAVID S arm
PAM

(Quiet and conforting)
If you need to talk ...

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

DAVID tenses a bit, unconfortable. Her touch sparks sonething
in himthat confuses his enotions.

DAVI D
Maybe anot her ti ne.

PAM
Ckay. Have a good evening, David.

JOSH
Bye, M. Radcliffe.

PAM and JOSHUA head towards the door. Pam | ooks back at DAVI D
Wi th concern and anticipation. DAVID doesn't |ook up fromhis
papers. She exits.

INT. DAVID S HOMVE - LIVING ROOM - DUSK

DAVID sits al one, notionless on his couch. Tine speeds up and
we see it shift fromdusk to dark.

EXT. PAM S STREET - N GHT
DAVID sits in his car, watching PAM S house.

[IDAVID S VI SION (slow notion, tinme cuts): He sees hinself
getting out of his car; in PAMs house, he's suave and wel |
spoken; dinner, clearing the table; PAM putting JOSH to bed
early, drinks; DAVID attacking and killing PAM on the couch,
then killing JOSH in his bed.//

CUT TGO
EXT. PAM S STREET - CONTI NUCUS
DAVI D awakened fromhis vision by a rap on his car w ndow.

DEPUTY RI CHARD CUNNI NGHAM (O S.)
Evenin', Davi d.

DAVI D
(Quiet, neek)
Ri chard.

DEPUTY RI CHARD CUNNI NGHAM i s a dark-haired, gruff, slender
man in his 30's. He is dressed in full police garb. He speaks
to DAVID with a soft, southern accent, and a slow, subtly
condescendi ng voi ce, consciously letting his suspicion of
DAVI D spil|l through

DEPUTY RI CHARD CUNNI NGHAM
Nice night, ain't it?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

A BEAT. DAVI D nods.

A BEAT.

A BEAT.

A BEAT.

DEPUTY RI CHARD CUNNI NGHAM ( CONT' D)
Yeah, beautiful air. Real nice...
s'pose it's 'specially good for
dazin' off on soneone el se's
street... that right?

DEPUTY RI CHARD CUNNI NGHAM ( CONT' D)
Davi d?

DAVI D
I"'mvisiting a friend.

DEPUTY RI CHARD CUNNI NGHAM
| see... You know, first tine |
seen you out since the funeral.
Damm shane, what happened. Bet hany
and Dani el both, sane day you
were...?

DAVI D
(Frustrated, but still
soft)
|'ve explained this. Teachers'
conference. Kansas City.

DEPUTY RI CHARD CUNNI NGHAM
That's right. That's right... Dam
shane.

DEPUTY RI CHARD CUNNI NGHAM ( CONT" D)
Welp. I'lIl get on and | et you get
to visitin'.

DEPUTY RI CHARD CUNNI NGHAM ( CONT' D)
Oh, and DAVID...

The DEPUTY bends down and closer to DAVID with a seri ous
glare. DAVID | ooks at him

DEPUTY RI CHARD CUNNI NGHAM ( CONT" D)
Remenber... I'myour only alibi
right now Let's hope there's no
nore funerals any tinme soon.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: ( 2)
The DEPUTY is wal king off.

DEPUTY RI CHARD CUNNI NGHAM
(O S.) (CONT' D)
Sure is sonme beautiful air tonight,
ain't it?

DAVID watches in his rearview mirror as the DEPUTY gets in
his car, pulls past him and down the street.

DAVI D gets out of his car and wal ks up to PAM S house.
EXT. PAM S HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER
DAVID at front door.

DAVI D
Hi --

PAM
(Alittle taken aback)
Ch, David! What a surprise! |
didn't think you were com ng.

DAVI D
Yeah... | finished up early...

A BEAT. DAVID smles awkwardly. He follows her inside.

PAM
Well, conme in. W've al ready
finished the novie--

JOSH
(butting in)
Bor - ri ng!

PAM
-- but the food's probably still
warm Meatloaf? Here, I'Il fix you
a plate.

I NT. PAM S HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER

At the dining roomtable, PAMattenpts to keep conversation.
DAVID clunsily fakes attention and hunger whil e his HEARTBEAT
overpowers their voices and the occasional clang of
silverware agai nst porcelain. H's eyes keep pulling towards a
knife lying on the table. He barely eats, only pushes food
around his plate.

JOSH noti ces DAVID acting peculiar.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

PAM
Well, kiddo, it's about your
bedti me. Why don't you get M.
Radcliffe's plate and brush you're
teeth, I'll be there to tuck you
in.

JOSH
(gl ances at DAVID, then
pl eads softly)
Mom it's only 9:30.

PAM
(not angry, just direct)
Josh, not tonight, honey. Now,
pl ease, clear the table and get
ready for bed.

JOSH starts clearing the table. He pauses and | ooks at DAVID
W th suspicion, but offers a smle as to not |let on. JOSH
takes DAVID s pl ate.

DAVI D
Thank you, Josh... It was very
good.

JOSH

You' re wel come.

JOSH and PAM head into the kitchen and put away dinner. W
hear them faintly arguing about his bedtinme. DAVID rubs his
tenple, then nervously stares at them while reachi ng across
the table to pick up a knife and tuck it into his

shirtsl eeve.

JOSH ( CONT' D)
See ya, M. Radcliffe.

JOSH exits to get ready for bed. DAVID nods, smles.

PAM
(From Ki t chen)
David, I'mso glad you cane.
DAVI D
(Head sw mm ng, speaks
softly)
Thanks. Thank you for having ne. |
haven't ... really been out nuch
since ... Hated being in the house,
but ... couldn't ... leave it.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

PAM

(Coming into Dining roon
Sorry. Water running. \Wat were you
sayi ng?

(She doesn't give himtine

to answer)
OCh, hey, why don't you pour us sone
drinks and 1'Il tuck Josh in and be
right there.

PAM t ouches DAVID s shoul der before she exits causi ng DAVI D
to tense up. His heart boons in his chest.

I NT. PAM S HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER

DAVID enters the LI VING ROOM he hides the knife in the
couch, shakily pours drinks and sits them down on the coffee
table in front of the TV. He sits down and picks up a franed
photo of PAM and JOSH Hi s heart pounds and he grabs his

head.
DAVI D nervously jerks up as PAMenters the room

PAM
Boy, he did not want to go to sleep
t oni ght .

PAM noti ces the photo.

PAM ( CONT' D)
That was just a year ago, you
remenber? He grows so fast.

DAVI D
(Struggling to hear his
own wor ds)
Josh is one of the brightest in ny
cl ass.

DAVID s head is pounding and PAMs rant becones nuffled as
she speaks.

PAM
I know he tries hard. You're his
favorite class. Says you call on
hi m and he can answer, but sone of
the other kids nake fun for that.
That one Brewer kid. Scottie, |
think. | went to school with his
dad. Just the sane...

A BEAT.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

A BEAT. PAM all ows her eyes to |linger on DAVI D

PAM | ays her

PAM ( CONT' D)

I"mglad you cane toni ght, David.

We've really m ssed you.

DAVI D
Thank you.
PAM
I"'mso sorry about Bethany and
Danny. | just can't believe it.
DAVI D
Thank you.

PAM
David ...

PAM ( CONT' D)
| care about you very much. You
hel ped nme and Josh through when
Matt passed. You've been |like a

father to Josh. Wiy don't you stay
with us for a while? So you're not

al one in that house.

hand on top of DAVID s and he | ooks up.

A BEAT. DAVID I owers his head into his palm PAM gives DAVID
a sweet, consoling hug.

DAVID tenses up and slowy turns his head to face PAM and

grasps her

PAM ( CONT' D)
It'11 be okay.
shoul der.

PAM ( CONT' D)
David ...

PAM | ooks towards his |ips unsure.

DAVID s grip, and his face, tighten.

DAVI D presses his face into her

hi m

PAM ( CONT' D)
What are you--?

bosom and sobs.

PAM car esses

( CONTI NUED)



10.
CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

PAM ( CONT' D)
Ch, David. |I'msorry.
A BEAT.
PAM ( CONT' D)
It's okay. | knew | shouldn't ..
I"msorry. Shhh. 1t'll be okay.
A BEAT.

PAM ( CONT' D)
I'"m here.

DAVID tightens up again. He noves close to her face. Stil
wth tears in his eyes, but a | ook of determ nation.

PAM ( CONT' D)
Davi d--?

DAVI D KI SSES PAM PAMis thrown off by the approach, but
accepts it.

DAVID s arm noves to her neck and he begins to squeeze. PAM
| ets out a squeak. He pushes her into the couch harder and
harder, his face twisted into a confused mask

DAVI D
(spitting and crying)
I'"'m.. sorry.

DAVI D conti nues choking and PAM s eyes begin to roll back.

DAVID rel eases with one hand, pulls the KNI FE out of the
couch, and prepares to drive it in.

DAVID is hit in the back of the head. JOSH stands in his
paj ama' s hol ding a mniature wooden bat, as DAVID falls to
the floor with a THUWP!

JOSH
( Sobbi ng, scared)
Mol

PAM coughs hard and gasps for air, reaches for JOSH JOSH
goes to her.

PAM struggl es off the couch and noves over to the phone on

the wall of the dining room She picks up and begins dialing
9-1-1, with JOSH by her side staring in DAVID s direction.

( CONTI NUED)



11.
CONTI NUED:  ( 3)

DAVID lies lightly convulsing on the living roomfloor with a
KNI FE sticking out of his stomach and a bl ood stain begining
to grow on his shirt. H's body twitches as he dies.

PAM
(I'n phone, voice fading
out)
Hel | 0? On, god. There's been an
acci dent
FADE TO BLACK.
INT. DAVID S HOVE -- BATHROOM -- - MORNI NG

DAVI D FI Nl SHES SHAVI NG rises, and w pes cl ean.

He pauses and stares into the mrror. H's attention falls to
t he | ower corner.

W see a photo of DAVID with his WFE, Bethany, and SON
Daniel, stuck in the frame of the mrror

Hol d on photo as we hear DAVID exit the bathroom
FADE TO BLACK.



